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NATIONAL MOVEMENT DRIVES NEW PBS SERIES 

 
What do the Service Employees International Union, the March of Dimes, Minnesota 
churches and state health organizations in Oregon and Maine share in common? 
 
They are joined by other public interest, civic, business, government and policy groups 
who are convening community dialogues and forums around the country as part of a 
growing movement asking why so many of our citizens have such poor health. They are 
increasingly focusing on underlying social conditions that render a zip code or annual 
salary as consequential to health as personal behavior or genetic predisposition. 
 
UNNATURAL CAUSES: Is Inequality Making Us Sick?, a four-hour series premiering on 
PBS March 27, is providing sustenance to this initiative by public health and social 
justice advocates who question why so many Americans die earlier and live sicker lives 
than counterparts in other wealthy nations.  While presidential candidates debate the 
challenge of the 47 million Americans who lack health insurance, the film series 
questions why so many people are sick in the first place, and why population health 
reflects underlying patterns of economic and racial inequality in other areas of our lives.  
 
Even in its draft stages, the four-part documentary series has been used as centerpiece 
of teaching curricula, town hall meetings and public screenings and dialogues convened 
by more than 120 outreach partners across the country.  A far-flung calendar of local, 
state and national activities has already given the documentary series life and impact far 
beyond its television broadcast.  From local civic meetings to the United States 
Congress, at medical schools and local churches, the theme that social conditions 
matter more than any magic pill is driving a vast public engagement campaign.   
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A few of the many examples:  
 

·  The Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies’ Health Policy Institute 
and the American Public Health Association joined other partners for a public 
screening and dialogue on health inequities March 13th in Washington, DC, at 
the Kaiser Family Foundation. 

·  More than 100 county health departments (coordinated by the National 
Association of County and City Health Officers (NACCHO) are convening town 
hall and community dialogues meetings to spotlight initiatives addressing health 
inequities 

·  The leadership of the Service Employees International Union, the nation’s largest 
union of health care workers, will launch their “Community Strength” campaign 
with a screening of Unnatural Causes at its Washington headquarters on March 
27 – the same day of the broadcast premiere. 

·  Policy forums are taking place for Congressional members and staff as well as at 
several state capitols.  

·  The Chi Eta Phi nursing sorority is asking each chapter to sponsor local 
screenings to mobilize the community around preterm births of African American 
babies.  This flows from a larger initiative spurred by a screening of 
UNNATURAL CAUSES by the Black Women’s Agenda, a coalition of 18 African 
American women’s groups ranging from the Delta Sigma Theta sorority to the 
AME Missionary Society. 

·  King County government (Seattle) is convening community dialogues as part of 
their pioneering “Equity and Social Justice Initiative.” 

·  The March of Dimes, the leading non-profit organization for pregnancy and baby 
health, is utilizing the series segment about preterm births to mobilize all its 
chapters and volunteers to increase awareness about racial health inequities, 
especially the growing problem of preterm birth among African-Americans. 

·  The ISAIAH interfaith network of 90 congregations in central Minnesota is using 
the series to initiate a “Transformative Health Campaign” that will start new public 
conversations and build coalitions to drive state policy beyond health care to 
tackle underlying economic and racial inequities.  

 
More information about this emerging health policy trend and how organizations are 
mobilizing can be found at www.unnaturalcauses.org 
 
For a press kit, review DVDs or interviews with series spokespeople, please contact 
Ajeenah Amir (ajeenah@mckpr.com) or Gwen McKinney (gwen@mckpr.com) at 202-
833-9771.   
 
 


